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 WHITE HART ESTATES RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION        

Newsletter 2019 

https://www.whera.org.uk 

(A Corporate Member of The Sevenoaks Society) 

 

FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

Dear Neighbour, 

WHERA has just celebrated its 30th Birthday:  with 375 
member households we are the second largest 
Residents association around Sevenoaks. 

WHERA exists to protect the interests of all our 
residents.  I try to be proactive in representing the 
consensus views of most of our members.  It is not 
always easy to determine what these opinions might 
be.  Please let us know if you have any concerns, via 
our website and better still, at our AGM and volunteer 
– all help gratefully received. 

Our email database has simplified communication.  
Please sign up if you have not done so. 

It is necessary for me to step down either from the 
Chair or as acting Amenities Office next year, but I 
should be able to continue one role or to share 
both.  Please could anyone interested in volunteering 
to share some of these tasks speak to me? 

To those who encourage me to write a history of our 
Estates and celebrate our features:  I intend to, when I 
have time and less to do for WHERA! 

Many thanks to our Committee (who are listed at the 
back of this Newsletter) for all their hard work. 

We rely on our volunteer Road Representatives for 
closer communication with you.  They deliver 
newsletters and notices of meetings, and collect the 
voluntary subscription.   

Thank you, 
Jonathan Drury 
 
Your Road Representative is:- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sevenoaks Common 

 

 

Tristin Retzlaff and family organised a successful first 
spring clean on Sevenoaks Common.  He has plans for 
more and will also represent WHERA on other 
Sevenoaks Common issues. 

On Sunday 14th April 2019 an energetic and 
passionate group of residents spent the morning  
removing an impressive volume of unsightly litter 
from the Common.   Sevenoaks Town Council 
provided the necessary equipment and promptly 
collected the rubbish the following day.  Thank you to 
all of you who joined us.  The Common is certainly 
now cleaner thanks to all your efforts.  
 
 

https://www.whera.org.uk/
http://www.tomorrows-history.com/projects/PK0100040001/hart t26.gif
http://www.tomorrows-history.com/projects/PK0100040001/hart t26.gif
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PLANNING & TREE CONSERVATION 

The Local Plan 

The government has instructed Sevenoaks District 
Council to build nearly 14,000 homes between 2015 
and 2035.  SDC have looked to the proposed housing 
to challenge the quantity of the target.  This is more 
than a four-fold increase on the current Local Plan.  
The proposed Local Plan determines what can be built 
and where and which  areas should be protected up 
to 2035.  SDC are committed to protecting the Green 
Belt (93% of the District) by focusing new housing on 
brownfield land.  They will look to support Green Belt 
development only in ‘exceptional circumstances’ 
where it provides significant community benefits.  SDC 
also propose to allow new homes to be built at higher 
densities in existing settlements to help protect the 
Green Belt.  
The need for additional homes will continue to put 
more pressure on the area.  WHERA are committed to 
protecting the neighbourhood’s character and 
amenities.  
The Draft Local Plan consultation period closed in 
February 2019.  This was submitted to the 
government and considered at a public examination in 
April 2019.  At the date of publication the plan is being 
considered by the independent planning Inspector.  If 
approved Sevenoaks District Council hope that the 
new Local Plan will be adopted later in the year. 
 

Changes to Permitted Development 

On 25th May 2019 the government issued 
amendments to the General Permitted Development 
Order (GPDO), the Statutory Instrument that allows 
homeowners to undertake certain works and 
operations without the need for obtaining planning 
permission, where not located in a conservation or 
other designated area. 
When first introduced into the GPDO these extensions 
were allowed for a temporary period with all works 
needing to be completed by the end of May 2019.  
This end date has now been removed, as has any 
mention of an end date, along with the requirement 
to notify the Council of the completion. This therefore 
makes these larger housing extensions under prior 
approval permanent within the GPDO. 
Such relaxation of planning policy is likely to put 
increasing pressure on the unique character of the 
White Hart Estate.  We ask any residents to consider 
the impact of such developments on the character of 
the area , the main aspects of which are highlighted in 
SDC’s ‘Sevenoaks Residential Character Area 
Assessment’ (SRCAA) Supplementary Planning 
Document (April 2012).  
 

Comments on Planning Applications 

We encourage residents to comment on planning 
applications within the area, either in support or 
objection. Comments can be submitted via SDC’s 
website.  
For those wishing to object to an application, Martin 
Goodall’s Planning Blog offers detailed guidance 
(www.planninglawblog.blogspot.com/p/how-to-
object.html). 
 
There has been approximately the same number of 
planning applications as last year.  These applications 
are examined to determine if they detract from the 
residential character of the area or its amenities.  The 
more contentious ones usually relate to the bulk and 
size of new buildings and extensions, building in front 
of the building line and overlooking neighbours.  We 
have commented to the planning officer about eight 
applications and our comments have influenced the 
outcome in several of them.  A noteworthy 
application was that to build an additional dwelling in 
the protected woodland at the rear of 82 Brattle 
Wood.  This provoked strong local opposition.  The 
planning officer eventually refused the application.  
Had it been granted this would have set a precedent 
for allowing development on all the protected 
woodland lying to the rear of houses in Weald Road 
and Brattle Wood. 
 
If you are considering making a planning application it 
is a good idea to consult your neighbours in advance.  
The same applies to the felling of trees, often as a 
prelude to development, which some neighbours may 
deplore while others welcome as letting in light.  
Unless the trees are subject to Tree Preservation 
Orders (TPOs) there is little or nothing that can be 
done to prevent felling.  If you consider that nearby 
trees are worthy of protection you should contact the 
SDC Tree Officer to see if a TPO is justified.  Trees do 
not have to be on your property for you to apply for a 
TPO.  
  
Increasingly the trees around us are being cut down 
without warning.   We have already lost a number of 
significant specimens and the character of our 
environment is changing. 
 

AMENITIES 

Highways and Parking issues are probably the topics 
which have caused the most public aggravation for 
years.   Please note that the long awaited Sevenoaks 
Parking Review should be initiated by the JTB on 10th 
September.  The latest date for it to finish is May 
2020.  Please report illegal parking to SDC.  Please use 
the KCC online or telephone numbers to report all 
other Highways issues including potholes.   

http://www.planninglawblog.blogspot.com/p/how-to-object.html
http://www.planninglawblog.blogspot.com/p/how-to-object.html
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Fast Fibre Broadband 

Fibre broadband offers significant increases in 
internet speeds suitable for increasing domestic 
demand and facilitating working from home. 
However, even if you purchase high speed broadband 
from an internet service provider your speed will be 
limited to the capacity of the network (the cables that 
deliver your connection).  Many areas of the White 
Hart Estate receive particularly slow internet speeds 
due to the limited capacity of the local network. 
Unfortunately, Openreach do not currently have plans 
to upgrade the network in our area to fibre to the 
premises (FTTP).  However, they do currently have a 
joint funding arrangement in place which means they 
will contribute some of the costs of installation.  The 
Government and local authority also currently have 
grants in place for such partnerships meaning costs 
are significantly reduced and can often be eliminated 
altogether if enough households are involved. 
There is limited government funding each year for 
schemes like this so we would like to show an interest 
as soon as possible.  The more interested households 
there are the more grants there will be and the more 
likely we are to eliminate all direct costs.  Please let us 
know if you’re interested.  Once we have a list of 
interested households, we can approach Openreach 
and discuss the associated funding options and 
government grants. 
 

Speed Watch and Road Safety 

Our Speed Watch activity needs volunteers.  Speeding 
in Weald Road was greatly reduced when we 
operated regularly there.   Please contact me if you 
can offer some of your valuable time for this role. 
WHERA was asked by its members to campaign for 
increased safety on Tonbridge Road.  The democratic 
channels are proving ineffective.  Removing the Traffic 
Regulation Order (TRO) which raises the speed limit to 
40mph will only be considered if there is a recorded 
history of three or more incidents causing 
fatality/serious injury. 
Sometimes direct complaints from residents are 
effective e.g. the bus stops being clearly marked! 

 
Refuse Collection 

Significantly more households have been putting 
refuse out in bins which has decreased the amount of   
rubbish spread by foxes and birds on the streets. 
 
The problem of dog excrement both in and out of 
plastic bags is again being reported by residents.  
WHERA are asking for extra dog bins but would value 
opinions as to desired locations please? 

MEMBERSHIP 

375 households presently comprise our Estates area 
and most support WHERA with the annual 
contribution of £3 per household.   These 
contributions underpin the basic costs of the  
Newsletter, the Information Cards, the website and 
refreshments at the AGM.  We hope that more 
residents will provide an email address;   you can do 
this via your Road Rep or to 
membership@whera.org.uk;  WHERA complies with 
data protection regulations and any personal details 
we hold will remain confidential to WHERA. 
 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 

Reports 

20 criminal incidents were noted in our area in 2018. 
In the first 3 months there were 12 further attacks on 
high value cars with the Remote Keyless Entry system. 
These attacks appear to have ceased now.  There 
were 7 other car incidents and 1 burglary. 

What you can do 

 “Be aware and take care”.  Knowledge about local 
crime is a first step.  WHERA can forward to you by 
email information received from the police about local 
crimes, warnings about criminal activity, including 
financial scams.   
 

Co-operation with your neighbours is recommended. 
Let them know when you go on holiday so that they 
can be aware of anything untoward happening at your 
property.  Remember to always set burglar alarms as 
many burglaries take place during the day. 

Scams 

The number and variety of financial scams continues 
to rise.  If you get an offer through an unsolicited 
phone call, email etc that looks too good to be true 
then it probably is.  Never release your account 
numbers or PINs to anyone else;  never transfer any 
money to an account without first checking with your 
bank.  
 
Please see our website at www.whera.org.uk for 

more information about Neighbourhood Watch. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:membership@whera.org.uk
http://www.whera.org.uk/
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WHERA  List of Current Committee Members 

Please contact Committee members via the Website 

https://www.whera.org.uk 

 
 

 Chairman         Jonathan Drury    
 Membership Secretary       Colin Drage      
 Treasurer        Richard Hann  
 Website Manager and Neighbour Watch Co-ordinator   David Wigg  
 Committee Member       Ian Marsh  
 Committee Member        Frances Wells  
 Planning Officer        Rory Donald 
 Secretary        Nicola Watts 
 

 
. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP 
We need volunteers for the following posts:-   
 

Vice Chairman - Vacant 
Chairman (to share with or replace Jonathan Drury from March 2020) 

              Amenities Support (to share with or replace Jonathan Drury, acting Amenities Officer) - Vacant 
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator (David Wigg stepping down March 2020) 
A Speed Watch Team – ( minimum of 3 more volunteers)  
Road Rep for Cade Lane/Brattle Wood (20 addresses) - Vacant 
Road Rep for Weald Road (23 addresses numbers 1 to 33 and 94 to 102) – Vacant 
 
 

Please contact Committee members via the Website  
or via the details provided on the Information Sheet 

 

 

 
WHERA SOCIAL EVENT 

You are all invited to join us for Drinks to celebrate the 30th Anniversary of WHERA. 
Date:  Friday 29th November 2019 

Time:  7-9pm 
Venue:  11 White Hart Wood 

 
 
 

WHERA AGM 2020 
Tuesday 10th March 2020 7pm for 7.30pm at The White Hart, Tonbridge Road, Sevenoaks. 
Please come along and join in meeting neighbours, WHERA members and afterwards some of our local Councillors 

 

 

 
 

 
Printing:-   With thanks to Marc Doust  at Kall Kwik 

 

https://www.whera.org.uk/

